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The good Greek, then, is the man who brings to the duties
of a, Hellenic citizen the spirit and sensitiveness of a Homeric
hero. Herodotos, that typical early Greek, gives an answer
to Homer's question, can man be happy ? It is in the answer
given by the wise man of Athens to the rich and successful
king. The happiest men lie knew were three obscure Greeks
who had lived and died doing the duties of a loyal and pious
man. Crcesus, having shown Solon all his treasures, asked
whom Solon judged to be of all men most happy ; but he
without flattery answered " 0 King, Tcllos of Athens. For
Tellos lived when his city was in prosperity, and his sons
were gallant and good, and he saw children born to each
of them, and all lived and grew ; and he had plenty of this
world's goods (as we count plenty) and after all this he ended
his life most gloriously. There was a battle between the
Athenians and their neighbours at Eleusis ; and he went
to their aid and put the enemy to flight and perished most
nobly. And the people of Athens gave him public burial
in the place where he fell, and honoured him greatly ".
And the second place Solon gave to Kleobis and Biton,
two young athletes of Argos, who had won prizes in the
great Games, and died peacefully, while still in their youth,
after performing a deed of piety in the service of the gods
and of their mother, who was a priestess (a married priestess,
as frequently in Greece, one may notice). .But before he
is dead Solon bade Croesus call a man not yet happy, but
at the most, fortunate.